
As Honorary Chair of the 

36th Annual USA/Canada 

Lions Leadership Forum it 

is my pleasure to invite you 

to Tampa, Florida Septem-

ber 13th -15th, 2012 to at-

tend the 2012 USA/Canada 

Lions Leadership Forum.  

Located In the heart of 

Tampaõs entertainment 

district there will be a mul-

titude of things to do when 

not attending a forum func-

tion.  The Tampa Bay Con-

vention Center is located 

on beautiful Tampa Bay.  

You can walk the river 

walk and enjoy the many 

sites along the water, you 

might want to enjoy a re-

laxing dinner cruise on 

Tampa Bay, or one of the 

many restaurants located 

in the immediate area.  

Many of your forum evalu-

at ions from the 2011 An-

chorage Forum said that 

our forum needed a facelift 

and new ideas.  Under the 

leadership of General 

Chair PCC Polly Voon, the 

planning committee is 

making a number of chang-

es and this yearõs forum 

will start to show a new 

look.  Rome wasnõt built in 

a day and this Forum will 

not be totally changed over-

night but the òCHANGEó 

has started and you will 

like it!!  

Following the Forum 

theme of òLeadership in a 

World of Serviceó, the semi-

nars committee has devel-

oped a menu of exciting 

seminars ð the sessions 

will wet your whistle with 

new ideas to take back and 

implement within your 

club.  Some of the usual 

seminars are back due to 

popular request and many 

new seminars will be of-

fered - everything from a 

lesson in Lions Ethics to 

how to use Social Media to 

benefit you and your club.  

For the first time our Past 

International Presidents 

will be presenting several  

seminars ranging from giv-

ing their interpretation of 

my Presidential Program to 

keeping yourself engaged 

in Lionism ð you will enjoy 

their expertise and insight 

into Lionism.  

The host committee is plan-

ning a fun night on Friday 

evening for all to enjoy ð 

get down and party with 

your Lions friends.  

 

Tampa is located in or near 

some of the best attractions 

offered anywhere in the 

USA.  Disney World is just 

an hour and a half away, 

BUSCH Gardens is next 

door, and the Gulf of Mexi-

co is 45 minutes to the 

west. 

Needless to say, Florida is 

a golferõs paradise and the 

Tampa Bay area is pep-

pered with some of the 

United States best golf 

courses to test your skills.  

So plan now to join us In 

the Sunshine State in Sep-

tember 2012.  I will be 

looking for you!!!  

 

Wayne A. Madden  

Honorary Chairperson  

1st Vice President  

Lions Clubs International  
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* The Florida Aquarium  

* Henry B. Plant Museum  

* Glazer Childrenõs Museum 

* Tampa Museum of Art  

* David A. Straz, Jr. Center 

for the Performing Arts  

* Tampa Theater  

* Tampa Bay History Center  
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From the northwestern corner of the 

United States, Anchorage, Alaska site 

of the 2011 Forum, we head south 

and east to Tampa in the Sunshine 

State of Florida for the 2012 USA/

Canada Lions Leadership Forum 

from September 13 -15, 2012! 

   

With its varied cultural offerings, 

world -class attractions, water recrea-

tion opportunities, a vibrant Latin 

heritage with its savory Spanish and 

Cuban influenced cuisine, Tampa is 

an ideal venue to host the 36th Annu-

al USA/Canada Lions Leadership 

Forum in September 2012.  

 

Tampa Bay has all the best of Florida 

in one place.  It is rich in history and 

folklore.  Rumors have it that the leg-

endary pirate, Jose Gaspar, who 

òownedó Tampa Bay during the 18th 

century might just make his presence 

known during the Forum.  

 

Tampa is a city by the Bay where you 

can stroll along the Riverwalk and 

nearby sandy beaches in near con-

stant sunshine.  Hop on a historic 

streetcar to Channelside cafes and 

shops.  Yes ð there is a theme park 

here also - Busch Gardens, the Florida 

Aquarium, Lowry Park Zoo, and the 

Glazer Childrenõs Museum  just to 

name a few.  Shopping is a must in 

quaint villages or magnificent plazas, 

incredible dining choices from fresh 

seafood to Spanish old world flavors to 

the best steaks anywhere.  Explore 

Floridaõs first industrial town, Ybor 

City.  Built over a century ago, this 

Tampa neighborhood once served as 

Americaõs cigar capital.  Today, this 

historic area overflows with art galler-

ies, restaurants, and live music ð 

making it one of Floridaõs most cultur-

ally rich neighborhoods.  

  

Consider extending your stay either 

before or after the Forum to enjoy all 

that Tampa Bay and Florida has to 

offer visitors.   Orlando, just an hour 

out of Tampa, is a favorite family va-

cation destination and well known for 

its theme parks and water parks in-

cluding Walt Disney World Resort, 

Universal Orlando Resort, SeaWorld,  

Aquatica and now LegoLand.  Bring 

the family and combine a family vaca-

tion with the Forum.   

 

Forum proceedings will take place in 

the spectacular Tampa Convention 

Center with a featured speaker during 

each of the four general meal sessions.  

The lineup includes the 2012 -2013 

President of Lions Clubs International 

and professional speakers Steven Ful-

mer, James Malinchak and Mary Fee-

ley. You will be entertained, inspired 

and educated with their messages.   

James Malinchak, who was featured 

in ABCõs 2011 Reality Show 

òUndercover Millionaireó, empowers 

audiences to achieve extraordinary 

results, human strategist Steven Ful-

merõs message is rich with content, 

humor and the power of effective and 

relevant story telling.   You will listen, 

laugh, and learn with Mary Feeley.  

The seminars committee has put to-

gether a program of seminars and 

special interest sessions on many new 

topics and with new presenters.  

 

The Host Committee under the lead-

ership of Past Council Chairperson 

Jackie Cameron is excited about 

showcasing the best that Tampa Bay 

and Multiple District 35 have to offer 

Forum attendees.  Come and enjoy 

their hospitality ð they have laid out 

the red carpet!  

 

We look forward to meeting up with 

you in Tampa from September 13 -15, 

2012! 

 

Polly Voon PCC  

General Chairperson  

2012 USA/Canada Lions Leadership 

Forum  
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Warm Up to Tampa Bay!  
Tampa Bay has all the best 

of Florida in one place.  It is 

rich in history and folklore!   



What better 

place to sharpen 

your Lions lead-

ership skills and 

knowledge, and 

meet up with old 

f r i ends  and 

make new ones, 

then Anchorage, 

Alaska in Sep-

tember!  More 

than 1,800 Lions, Lioness, Leos and 

guests registered for the 35th Annual 

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum 

which was held in Anchorage on Sep-

tember 22 -24, 2011.  The weather was 

great, the Alaskan Lions welcomed us 

with open arms and Mt. McKinley 

stood majestically above the mountain 

range.  It couldnõt have been any bet-

ter.  

The new DenaõIna Convention Center 

and the adjacent Egan Center were 

home for our seminars and banquet 

meals where attendees learned from 

knowledgeable presenters and heard 

three inspiring speakers.  In addition, 

International President Dr. Wing -Kun 

Tam moved everyone during his moti-

vational presentation on Saturday.  

The year of planning by the Planning 

and Host Committees was quite evi-

dent.  Evaluations and comments col-

lected and tabulated following the 

Forum expressed enjoyment of the 

facilities, presenters, speakers, trans-

portation, host volunteerséand yes, 

even the food!  An overall rating of 4.4 

out of a possible 5 for their Forum 

experience was one of the highest ev-

er. 

My sincere thanks to Host Committee 

Chair PID Buster and Lion Cheryl 

Hall for their untiring efforts and for 

putting together a fantastic Host 

Committee.  A special thanks also 

goes to our Honorary Chair, Vice 

President Wayne Madden and the 

Planning Committee for their dedicat-

ed service.  But, most importantly, 

thank you to all the attendees for 

helping make the Anchorage Forum a 

success.  You indeed believed in our 

theme, òI Believe in Lions Leader-

ship.ó 

I look forward to the Tampa Forum, to 

be held September 13 -15, 2012 under 

the very capable hands of PCC Polly 

Voon.  I hope to see you all there.  

In Service,  

PID Bud Wahl  

General Chairperson  

2011 USA/Canada Lions Leadership 

Forum  

a bear sleeping on a white log, were 

given to us, in good faith, to use ac-

cordingly.  I failed to follow through to 

assure proper recognition was given to 

Lion John.  It was not, and for that, I 

am truly sorry for the omission.  

 

We have discussed this on the Plan-

ning Committee and are currently 

taking steps to assure this does not 

happen again.  

I would like to extend my sincere apol-

ogies to PDG John J. Trautner of 

Girdwood, Alaska.  Lion John, owner 

of Canyon Creek Photography, is an 

avid photographer and we used two of 

his photographs in our Alaska Forum 

Registration Brochure, without ac-

knowledging his work.  

 

The two photos, one of the three bear 

cubs sitting on a rock, and the other of 

On behalf of the entire Anchorage 

Planning Committee and myself, we 

are truly sorry for this unfortunate 

incident.  

 

PID Bud Wahl  

General Chairperson  

2011 USA/Canada Lions Leadership 

Forum  

Anchorage, Alaska -  The Last Frontier!  
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